LEARNING AND EDUCATION IN NIAGARA




Sector No.4

The Niagara Children's
Charter Enacted reports on
Niagara's positive steps to
shape education and
services for children.

The Early Development
Instrument (EDI), through
Niagara's neighbourhood

mapping, has identified
areas that are strong, and
ones that are suppressed.

Full-day kindergarten is
being implemented across
Niagara and may have
positive impacts on
children, families,
employment levels and the
economy.

The Early Years Niagara
Planning Council is
overseeing planning and
strategic directions for
improving the lives of
children in Niagara.
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LEARNING AND EDUCATION IN NIAGARA

Evidence of support for early learning for children and
youth, as well as lifelong learning for all ages is a measure of
aregion's success and the health of its citizens. Learning for
employment, living together and quality of life strengthens
all of us. Work, creativity, prosperity and health are all
linked to education and literacy. Continual building of a
strong learning community with a capacity for knowledge
exchange and generation in Niagara will help our citizens to
have the skills and creativity to deal with change, to work in
the new economy and innovate together.
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What we are doing well...

Niagara is well-served by its many schools, learning
institutions and organizations that offer literacy services,
education, skills development, professional development,
and English as a Second Language (ESL). There are
many learning opportunities for both residents and those
who come to our region for an education. Brock University,
Niagara College, the District School Board of Niagara, the
Niagara Catholic School Board, the Conseil scolaire de
district catholique Centre-Sud and the Conseil scolaire
public de district Centre-Ouest contribute to our
investment in the education of children, youth and adults.
While Niagara rates are comparable or higher than Ontario
for high school completion and trades certificates,
significantly fewer people in Niagara complete a university
education. Access to the internet from home, work and
libraries is increasing. Niagara school boards are making
great strides in the performance of our students on the
provincial EQAO (Education Quality and Accountability
Office) tests.

By working together, we can improve learning and education in Niagara

Increased post-secondary completion rates, and support for literacy levels across the region will assist our citizens to be

educated, employed, to earn a living wage and to be able to function safely and well in society. Access to the internet is at an all

time high in Canada. While Niagara citizens' internet access from home, work and libraries is increasing, we are still slightly

behind compared to other parts of the nation. Educating for the skills of a new economy is a challenge that must be met by

Niagara.
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1 affecting life in Niagara that are described and quantified in
I n d |Cat0 IS Living in Niagara - 2011 (a total of 6 indicators for this sector):

SUGGESTED ACTION STEPS i azsiynan s~ IS

@090 OB

1) Completion of higher education in Niagara.

2) The Composite Learning Index (CLI) scores in Niagara (learning to know, to do,
to live together and to be).

3) Literacy levels in Niagara.

4) Scores in Niagara on EQAO testing for grades 3 and 6 - reading, writing and math;
grade 9 - mathematics; and grade 10 - literacy.

5) Internet access and use in Niagara.

6) Early Development Instrument (EDI) in Niagara.

Visit the Niagara Research and Planning Council website: www.nrapc.com for the full Living in Niagara - 2011 report. It includes
the accompanying data, descriptions, trends, comparisons, tables, figures, sources and discussion of implications for all report sectors.
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